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OBJECTIVES FOR EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS 

 
 
This series of the board policy manual is devoted to the board's goals and objectives for assisting the students of the 
school district in obtaining an education.  Each student will have an opportunity to obtain an education in compliance 
with the policies in this series. 
 
It is the goal of the board to develop a healthy social, intellectual, emotional, and physical self-concept in the students 
enrolled in the school district.  Each student attending school will have the opportunity to use it and its education 
program and services as a means for self-improvement and individual growth.  In so doing, the students are expected to 
conduct themselves in a manner that assures each student the same opportunity. 
 
The board supports the delivery of the education program and services to students free of discrimination on the basis of 
race, color, gender, marital status, national origin, religion or disability.  This concept of equal educational opportunity 
serves as a guide for the board and employees in making decisions relating to school district facilities, employment, 
selection of educational materials, equipment, curriculum, and regulations affecting students. 
 
In the delivery of the education program, students will treat the employees with respect and students will receive the 
same in return.  Employees have the best interests of the students in mind and will assist them in school-related or 
personal matters if they are able to do so.  Students should feel free to discuss problems, whether school-related or 
personal, with the guidance counselor or other employees. 
 
Board policies, rules and regulations affect students while they are on school district property or on property within the 
jurisdiction of the school district; while on school owned and/or operated school or chartered vehicles; while attending 
or engaged in school activities; and while away from school grounds if misconduct will directly affect the good order, 
efficient management and welfare of the school district. 
 
This section of the board policy refers to the term "parents" in many of the policies.  The term parents for purposes of 
this policy manual will mean the legal parents. The legal guardian or custodian of a student and students who have 
reached the age of majority or are otherwise considered an adult by law. 
 
Inquiries by students regarding compliance with equal educational opportunity and affirmative action laws and policies, 
including but not limited to complaints of discrimination, are directed to the Affirmative Action Coordinator by writing 
to the Affirmative Action Coordinator, New Hampton Community School District, 710 West Main St., New Hampton, 
Iowa 50659; or by telephoning (641) 394-2134. 
 
Inquiries by students regarding compliance with equal educational opportunity and affirmative action laws and policies, 
including but not limited to complaints of discrimination, may also be directed in writing to the Director of the Region 
VII office of Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education 8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2037, Kansas City, MO.  64114 
(816)268-0550  or Iowa Dept. of Education, Grimes State Office Bldg., Des Moines, IA. (515) 281-5294.  This inquiry 
or complaint to the federal or state office may be done instead of, or in addition to, an inquiry or complaint at the local 
level. 
 
Further information and copies of the procedures for filing a complaint are available in the school district's central 
administrative office and the administrative office in each attendance center. 
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RESIDENT STUDENTS 
 
 
Children who are residents of the school district community will attend the school district without paying tuition. 
 
The residence of a student means the place, abode, or dwelling of the student.  Generally, the legal dwelling of minors is 
the same as their parents.  However, a student may establish a dwelling with someone other than the parents and attend 
public school in the school district without paying tuition if the primary purpose for residing in the school district is not 
for the purpose of obtaining a free public education.  Further, students who have reached the age of majority and who are 
still eligible to attend an Iowa secondary school may declare their residence independent of the residence of the parents. 
 
Each case involving the bona fide residence of a student will be decided upon its individual merits by the superintendent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: Lakota Cons. Ind. School v. Buffalo Center-Rake Comm. School, 334 N.W.2d 704 (Iowa 1983). 
 Mt. Hope School Dist. v. Hendrickson, 197 N.W. 47 (Iowa 1924). 
 Oshel v. Creston Comm. School Dist., DPI Admin. Doc. 570 (1981). 
 33 D.P.I. Dec. Rule 80 (1984). 
 Iowa Code §§ 257.6; 282.2, .6, .7; 285.4 (2005). 
 1956 Op. Att'y Gen. 185. 
 1946 Op. Att'y Gen. 197. 
 1938 Op. Att'y Gen. 69. 
 1930 Op. Att'y Gen. 147. 
 
 
Cross Reference: 102 School District Instructional Organization 
 501 Student Attendance 
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NONRESIDENT STUDENTS 
 
 
Students who are eligible to attend an Iowa public school but who are not legal residents of the school district may be 
admitted into the school district at the discretion of the superintendent upon application and payment of tuition.  The 
tuition rate shall be the current per-pupil cost of the school district as computed by the board secretary and as authorized 
by the Iowa Department of Education. 
 
Resident students whose families move from the school district after the start of a semester and who wish to complete the 
semester in the school district may be permitted to attend without the payment of tuition at the discretion of the 
superintendent and approval of the board.  Students who plan to open enroll to the nonresident district may complete the 
school year without approval of the superintendent or board.  These students, other than students in grades eleven and 
twelve, must have the recommendation of the principal.  
 
Students in grades eleven or twelve who are no longer residents of the school district, but were residents in the preceding 
school year, may continue to attend school until they graduate without the payment of tuition.  These students may be 
required to identify an adult, who resides in the school district, identified for purposes of administration. 
 
Nonresident students who are eligible to attend an Iowa public school and who have evidence they will become legal 
residents of the school district prior to the third Friday in September may be allowed to attend without the payment of 
tuition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: Lakota Cons. Ind. School v. Buffalo Center-Rake Comm. School, 334 N.W.2d 704 (Iowa 1983). 
 Mt. Hope School Dist. v. Hendrickson, 197 N.W. 47 (Iowa 1924). 
 Oshel v. Creston Comm. School Dist., DPI Admin. Doc. 570 (1981). 
 Iowa Code §§ 257.6; 282.1, .2, .6, .7, .24 (2005). 
 
 
Cross Reference: 501 Student Attendance 
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COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE 
 
 
Parents within the school district who have children over age six and under age sixteen by September 15, in proper 
physical and mental condition to attend school, shall have the children attend the school district at the attendance center 
designated by the board.  Students shall attend school the number of days school is in session in accordance with the 
school calendar.  Students of compulsory attendance age shall attend school a minimum of 175 days.  Students not 
attending the minimum days must be exempted by this policy as listed below or, referred to the county attorney.  
Exceptions to this policy include children who: 
 

* have completed the requirements for graduation in an accredited school or have obtained a high school 
equivalency diploma; 

* are attending religious services or receiving religious instruction; 
*    are attending an approved or probationally approved private college preparatory school; 
* are attending an accredited nonpublic school;  
* are receiving competent private instruction; or, 
*    are seniors and the board may excuse seniors from making up “snow days” 

 
It is the responsibility of the parent of a child to provide evidence of the child's mental and physical inability to attend 
school or of the child's qualifications for one of the exceptions listed above. 
 
The principal or school liaison official shall investigate the cause for a student's truancy.  If the [principal or school liaison 
official is unable to secure the truant student's attendance, the principal or school liaison official should discuss the next 
step with the school board.  If after school board action, the student is still truant, the principal or school liaison official 
shall refer the matter over to the county. 
 
The school will participate in mediation if requested by the county attorney.  The superintendent shall represent the school 
district in mediation.  The school district will monitor the student's compliance with the mediation agreement and will 
report violations of the mediation agreement to the county attorney. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: Iowa Code §§ 239.5B; 259A; 279.10-.11; ch. 299; 299A (2005). 
 441 I.A.C. 41.25(8). 
 1978 Op. Att'y. Gen. 379. 
 
 
Cross Reference: 501 Student Attendance 
 601.1 School Calendar 
 604.1 Competent Private Instruction 
 
 
Approved   January 2013 Reviewed  December 2012 Revised  June 2007 
 



 Code No.  501.4 
 
 

ENTRANCE - ADMISSIONS 
 
 
Children in the school district community will be allowed to enroll in the school district's regular education program 
beginning at age five.  The child must be age five on or prior to September 15 to participate in the school district's 
kindergarten program.  The child must be age six on or prior to September 15 to begin the first grade of the education 
program. 
 
The board shall require evidence of age and residency in the form of a birth certificate or other evidence before the student 
may enroll in the school district's education program.  It shall be within the discretion of the superintendent to determine 
what is satisfactory evidence for proof of age. 
 
Prior to enrollment, the child must provide the administration with their health and immunization certificate.  Failure to 
provide this information within the time period set by the superintendent shall be reason for suspension, expulsion or 
denying admission to the student. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: Iowa Code §§ 139.9; 282.1, .3, .6 (2005). 
 1980 Op. Att'y Gen. 258. 
 
 
Cross Reference: 501 Student Attendance 
 507.1 Student Health and Immunization Certificates 
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ATTENDANCE CENTER ASSIGNMENT 
 
 
The board shall have complete discretion to determine the boundaries for each attendance center, to assign students to the 
attendance centers, and to assign students to the classrooms within the attendance center. 
 
It shall be the responsibility of the superintendent to make a recommendation to the board annually regarding the assigned 
attendance center for each student.  In making the recommendation, the superintendent shall consider the geographical 
layout of the school district, the condition and location of the school district facilities, the location of student population, 
possible transportation difficulties, financial condition of the school district and other factors deemed relevant by the 
superintendent or the board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: Iowa Code §§ 279.11; 282.7-.8 (2005). 
 
 
Cross Reference: 501 Student Attendance 
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STUDENT TRANSFERS IN 
 
 
Students who transfer into the school district must meet the immunization and age requirements set out for students who 
initially enroll in the school district. 
 
The school district shall request the student's cumulative records from the previous school district.  If the student cannot 
offer proof of grade level, the superintendent will make the grade level determination.  The superintendent may require 
testing or other information to determine the grade level.  Students expelled or suspended from their previous school 
district will only be enrolled after approval of the board. 
 
The superintendent shall determine the amount of credits to be transferred.  If the student has not previously attended an 
accredited school, it is within the superintendent's discretion to accept or reject credits or grades. 
 
The board may deny admission if the student is not willing to provide the board with the necessary information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: 20 U.S.C. § 1232g (1994). 
 Iowa Code §§ 139.9; 282.1, .3, .4; 299A (2005). 
 
 
Cross Reference: 501 Student Attendance 
 505.4 Student Honors and Awards 
 507 Student Health and Well-Being 
 604.1 Competent Private Instruction 
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STUDENT TRANSFERS OUT OR WITHDRAWALS 
 
 
If the student's parents wish to withdraw or transfer the student from school prior to completing and graduating from the 
education program, they should notify the superintendent in writing as soon as possible of the decision to withdraw or 
transfer the student from the education program.  The student or parent should present this written notice at the office and 
receive instructions regarding the return of textbooks, library books, locker equipment, hot lunch tickets, etc.   
 
The notice should state the student's final day of attendance.  If the student is not enrolling in another school district, the 
school district will maintain the student's records in the same manner as the records of students who have graduated from 
the school district. 
 
If the parents wish to have the student's cumulative record sent to the new school district, the parents must notify the 
superintendent in writing.  This notice will include the name of the school district and the person at the new school district 
to whom the student's cumulative records should be sent.  If the new school district requests the student's cumulative 
records, the school district will forward the cumulative records and notify the parents the records have been sent.  The 
notice will inform the parents of their right to review the records sent. 
 
If the student is of compulsory education age and not transferring to another public school district or an accredited 
nonpublic school, the parents will notify the superintendent that the student is receiving competent private instruction and 
file the necessary competent private instruction reports. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: 20 U.S.C. § 1232g (1994). 
 Iowa Code §§ 274.1; 299.1-.1A (2005). 
 
 
Cross Reference: 501 Student Attendance 
 506 Student Records 
 604.1 Competent Private Instruction 
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