Call for Legislative Priorities FAQ
Every spring the government relations team asks school districts to submit legislative priorities and for any changes to the legislative platform for the upcoming legislative session. The feedback received helps the government relations team best position the organization on bills during the legislative session.
We hope that you set aside time during your May, June, July, or August board meetings to discuss and then submit your legislative priorities and any changes you would like to see to our legislative platform. As you decide, here are the most frequently asked questions about the process.
Submit Your Priorities

Review the Platform


WHO DEVELOPS THE RESOLUTIONS?
The Legislative Resolutions Committee (LRC) receives feedback from school district submissions from the call for legislative priorities. The LRC reviews all the proposals and recommends legislative beliefs, resolutions, and the priorities for the upcoming legislative session.
WHAT IS THE LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE AND WHAT DOES IT DO?
The LRC is made of up school board members and a board member from the Area Education Agencies (AEA) and the community colleges. Board members on the LRC represent school districts of all sizes from Schleswig to Sioux City.
The LRC meets twice a year during the summer to review and make recommendations on the proposed IASB legislative platform. Once the LRC finalizes its recommendations, it sends those recommendations to the IASB Board of Directors who then reviews and approves the platform. That platform is then sent to delegates to be debated at the IASB Delegate Assembly in November.
WHAT IS THE DELEGATE ASSEMBLY?
Delegate Assembly occurs the day before the IASB annual convention. That is where delegates, appointed by their school district, AEA, and community college, debate and vote on the IASB legislative platform for the upcoming year.
WHAT IS THE TIMELINE FOR THE RESOLUTIONS PROCESS?
IASB sends out the “Call for Legislative Priorities” in early May. School boards should set aside time during their summer board meetings to review and discuss what priorities they would like to submit, as well as suggest a new or amend a current resolution to the platform. Once they have reviewed the platform boards should submit their list via the link that was sent to the board secretary in May. The deadline to submit legislative priorities is August 19, 2024.
CAN MY DISTRICT SUBMIT OUR OWN RESOLUTION? HOW?
You bet! The third page on the questionnaire allows a board to suggest a new resolution or amend a resolution we currently have in our platform. These amendments and new resolutions will then be presented at Delegate Assembly and voted on by the delegates. If you need help with wording or content for a new resolution or amendment, our government relations staff is happy to assist. 
I MISSED THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT PRIORITIES, CAN I STILL SUBMIT BY DISTRICTS RESOLUTIONS AND PRIORITIES?
Absolutely! We put a deadline on submissions so IASB staff have time to collect the information and present it to the LRC during their August meeting. The August meeting is where the LRC reviews district submissions and makes its final recommendations on the legislative platform. Last year we heard from over 85% of school districts. Let’s get that number higher this year. Even if you miss the deadline, please submit your priorities. We want to hear from every IASB member district!
OUR BOARD IS SET TO PICK OUR PRIORITIES, BUT WE DO NOT HAVE THE PLATFORM FOR THIS YEAR, HOW DO WE PICK PRIORITIES?
Your board should review the current platform as a guide to select, amend or add legislative priorities to the 2024 platform.
IS IT REALLY THAT IMPORTANT TO SUBMIT OUR PRIORITIES? WE ARE BUSY WITH THE OTHER THINGS GOING ON IN OUR DISTRICT.
Yes! By submitting your legislative priorities, it helps our government relations team better advocate on your behalf. When our lobbyists can inform legislators that 90% of districts who submitted priorities made school funding, mental health, and teacher shortage a priority, that makes an impact with legislators.


