
Board Proceedings 

The Board of Directors for the New Hampton Community School District met in special session, Monday November, 16, 
2015 in the High School Media Center.  President Rosonke called the meeting to order at 6:34 pm with directors Baltes, 
Denner, Matthews, Schwickerath, Board Secretary Ayers, Superintendent Jurrens, and board attorneys Mike Kennedy and 
Kevin Rogers present. 

Attorney Kennedy announced that both sides were represented by counsel (Kevin Rogers for the administration and Pat 
Dillon for the student) and asked if they wanted to make opening remarks.  Neither side offered opening statements. 

Patrick Dillion, attorney for the student, was asked if they would be requesting a closed hearing.  Dillion responded that the 
family of Coulton Roberson would not be requesting a closed hearing and parent affirmed. 

Kevin Rogers cautioned, because of the open meeting and The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) law,  
student(s) not present be called by name.  Any student not present will be referred to as student A, B, etcetera.  Rogers 
provided information to the board as to why they were there.  The administration has requested this hearing to consider the 
administration recommendation that Coulton Roberson be expelled from the New Hampton High School for the rest of 
school year for possession of look-alike weapon on school grounds and possession, distribution and/or sale of marijuana to 
another student on school grounds on November 4, 2015.  In consultation with the students’ counsel it was agreed to a one 
part hearing.  Administration will present their evidence and then the student will present his evidence and then the board will 
consider both sets of evidence to determine if the event occurred and then decide if the administration had met the burden of 
proof and rule accordingly.  Exhibits A through M were presented as evidence for the administration.   

First witness, Deputy Ryan Shawver, was questioned by Kevin Rogers. The questions covered Exhibits E (written reports on 
investigation) and F (series of pictures of evidence).  Shawver was trained in drug identification and fire arms.  Shawver 
obtained a search warrant to search the vehicle that Coulton Roberson was driving.  During the search of the car Shawver 
found a revolver style cap gun, Marlboro smooth cigarettes, and Mason jar as indicated in student A’s report that Shawver 
obtained from the New Hampton police department.  No marijuana was found in the Mason jar except for a strong smell of 
marijuana in jar.   

Pat Dillion crossed examined Shawver.  Dillon asked if a cap gun is a toy and Shawver answered yes.  Dillon asked if a jar 
that smells of marijuana was illegal.  Shawver answered no.  Dillion asked Shawver if he interviewed student A.  Shawver 
answered no.     

Kevin Rogers called Sarah Updegraff to testify.  Attorney Kennedy asked if the witnesses should be sworn in.  Rogers and 
Dillion agreed.  President Rosonke swore Updegraff in.  Dillion requested to ask Shawver one more question and the request 
was granted.  Dillion asked Shawver if he needed to be sworn in to tell the truth.  Shawver answered “No I do not need to be 
sworn in to tell the truth”. 

Rogers ask Updegraff how she became involved in the incident.  Updegraff recapped Exhibit D (information gathered 
regarding Coulton Roberson).  On November 4, 2015 High School Principal Sarah Updegraff received a call from Activities 
Director Kelly O’Donnell regarding a student who had been found with marijuana.  Student A was transported to the police 
department and Detective Stalder would be contacting Updegraff.  Detective Stalder reported to Updegraff that Student A 
had been interviewed and indicated that Roberson had approached him about a week earlier in the cafeteria and asked if 
wanted to purchase marijuana.  Student A did not have any money at that time.  When Student A was approached on the day 
of the incident Student A told Roberson that he had ten dollars.  Student A followed Roberson to his personal car.  Student A 
was told by Roberson that the first time it would cost ten dollars and twenty dollars per bag the next time.  Roberson took 
Mason jar with several bags in it out from under his driver seat and sold a bag to Student A.  The student also reported to 
Stalder that he saw what he thought was a revolver in the driver’s side door at the time.  Deputy Shawver contacted 
Updegraff after Stalder called him.  Updegraff asked if Shawver could pursue a search warrant as a possible weapon on 
campus was very concerning to Updegraff and Updegraff did not want to risk a weapon being on campus the next day.  
Deputy Shawver called Updegraff on November 5, 2015 saying a search warrant had been enacted and the search of 
Roberson’s car was completed.  Shawver found a revolver style cap gun, Marlboro smooth cigarettes, and Mason jar as 
indicated in student A’s report.  No marijuana was found, except for a strong smell of marijuana in jar.  Updegraff called 
Roberson’s mother, Jennifer Heying and requested Coulton Roberson stay home while Updegraff enacted a school 
investigation and Jennifer Heying agreed to do so.  Updegraff contacted Chief Anderson to retrieve the police report however 
Chief Anderson denied access as the investigation was on going.  Updegraff pulled the video showing Roberson and Student 
A leaving the building.  On November 9, 2015 Updegraff met with Mr. and Mrs. Heying, Coulton Roberson, and their 
attorney, along with the schools attorney to preset the facts and deliver the suspension letter.  Updegraff recommended to the 
School Board and Superintendent Jurrens that Coulton Roberson be brought to them for consideration for expulsion for 
“violations of board policy, school rules or the law” as stated in 503.2 Expulsion.  Coulton Roberson was suspended from the 
New Hampton High School for eight days beginning on November 5, 2015 through November 16, 2015 for allegations of 
selling marijuana and having a look-a-like weapon on school property in violation of board policies 502.9 and 502.8.  On 
November 12, 2015 Mr. and Mrs. Heying was informed that a special board meeting was scheduled for Monday, November 
16, 2015 at 6:30 pm in the high school library to present information to the school board and recommend that Coulton be 
expelled from the New Hampton High School .  Officer Stalder called Updegraff to report that Coulton Roberson was being 
charged with Intent to deliver 124.401(8)d and referred to Juvenile Court. 



Dillion crossed examined Updegraff.  He asked if she had consulted a personal attorney. Updegraff said no.  Dillon asked if 
she had seen marijuana. Updegraff said no.  Dillion asked if her role was as an administrator, not a fact witness, to 
interviewing and researching incident.  Updegraff said yes. 

Superintendent Jurrens was called to testify and sworn in.  Jurrens showed a video of student A and Roberson leaving the 
building.  Jurrens received and reviewed evidence with Updegraff.  Jurrens believed that the facts pointed to violations of 
board policy and supported a recommendation for expulsion.  Jurrens sent the notice by facsimile to Roberson’s attorney.  
Board Secretary, Bob Ayers, hand delivered notice to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Heying. 

Dillon crossed examine Jurrens. Jurrens clarified that the students exited the building at entrance 6.  Dillon asked why there 
was not a video of the locker area.  Jurrens stated that he had a video saved and when he went back to export it the camera 
system looped over the video erasing it.  Jurrens said that it did show student A with Roberson in front of Roberson’s locker.  
Dillon would have liked to have the video. 

Dillon presented exhibits 1(map of lower floor of building), 2 (map of upper floor of building), and 3 (affidavit of  
Student B stating that he and Coulton never talked to Student A about pot.  Student A never talked to them in the lunch line 
and student A’s statement was false).  Dillion called Coulton Roberson.  Dillon asked if he had heard the testimony of the 
other witnesses and Roberson affirmed he did.  Roberson affirmed he was not under the care of a doctor or medical 
professional and understood the statements.  He testified he did not sell marijuana to student A or possessed marijuana in his 
car.  Roberson admitted to having a toy cap gun in car.  It was a toy gun he found while working for Denny O’Brien 
Construction in Elma. Roberson marked on exhibit 1 the area by his locker and the path that was followed by student A and 
Roberson.  Roberson testified that student A asked to go to Roberson’s car because he had something to show him.  Roberson 
didn’t really know student A because he was a freshman but agreed to go to Roberson’s car.  Roberson testified that in the car 
Student A pulled marijuana out of his computer bag.  Roberson said that he just shut down and told Student A he wanted 
nothing to do with marijuana.  Roberson believed that Student A became scared at this point and both students went their 
separate ways and returned to the building.  Dillion asked Roberson if he agreed with exhibit 3 from Student B.  Roberson 
said yes he did.  In summation Dillion sated that the evidence was not strong enough to deny the student his right to an 
education and the evidence did not support expulsion. 

Attorney Kennedy thanked both sides. The board left the meeting to deliberate on the information presented to them through 
the testimonies of the witnesses. 

The Board deliberated for one hour and 5 minutes.  Attorney Kennedy stated that the Board deliberated and made a finding 
that the Administration had carried its burden that the student did possess the marijuana and did have a look alike weapon in 
his possession and punishment requested was to drastic and student should be suspended the balance of the semester and 
complete a substance abuse evaluation to be readmitted. 

Director Matthews moved to adjourn at 8:35pm.  Director Denner seconded the motion.  Ayes: Baltes, Schwickerath, Denner, 
Matthews, and Rosonke. 

Attest: December 14, 2015 
 
 

          
Joe Rosonke         Bob Ayers 
Board President        Board Secretary 
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The Board of Directors for the New Hampton Community School District met in special session, Tuesday November, 17, 
2015 in the High School Media Center.  President Rosonke called the meeting to order at 6:10 pm with directors Baltes, 
Denner, Matthews, Schwickerath, Board Secretary Ayers, Superintendent Jurrens, and board attorney Mike Kennedy. 

The Board reconvened with less than 24 hour notice to the public because of scheduling conflicts.  The special meeting for 
Tuesday November 17, 2015 is an emergency meeting because the board is unavailable on November 18, 2015 and the 
student will run out of due process time.  The board improperly went into closed session during the special board meeting on 
November 16, 2015, so any decisions made are null and void.  Since the hearing was in the open the Board did not have the 
right to deliberate in a closed session and this meeting is to deliberate in the open and make a factual decisions on the 
evidence presented at the November 16 meeting. 

Attorney Dillon addressed the board and Dillion objected to the meeting and he wasn’t told until early afternoon that it 
wasn’t happening and then with less than an hour to get here he was told it was happening. It burdened the family to return to 
the meeting on such short notice and the student was not able to attend due to work schedule.  Dillions position was that the 
Board’s deliberation and everything that was talked about was subject to discovery and the recording and any notes were 
public record.  This is not a do over what happened on November 16 happened and Dillion said they will appeal the decision.   

Director Schwickerath suggested that the recording of that session be made open.  Dillon said that is their position also.  The 
recording was deemed to be public record.   Attorney Kennedy suggested the board need to make a finding of the facts.  
Director Schwickerath moved that the administration did prove that Roberson possessed or distributed marijuana on school 
grounds.  Director Baltes seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: Denner yes, Matthews yes, Rosonke yes, Baltes yes, 
Schwickerath yes.  Motion passed. 

Director Rosonke moved that the administration did prove that Roberson had a look-a-like weapon on school property.  
Director Denner seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: Denner yes, Matthews yes, Rosonke yes, Baltes yes, Schwickerath yes.  
Motion passed. 

Director Baltes moved to suspend Roberson for the balance of the first semester.  Director Denner seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote: Denner yes, Matthews yes, Rosonke yes, Baltes yes, Schwickerath yes.  Motion passed. 

Director Rosonke moved to require Roberson to complete a Substance Abuse Evaluation before being readmitted.  Director 
Matthews seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: Denner yes, Matthews yes, Rosonke yes, Baltes yes, Schwickerath yes.  
Motion passed. 

Director Denner moved to adjourn at 6:31 pm.  Director Matthews seconded the motion.  Ayes: Schwickerath, Baltes, 
Matthews, Denner, and Rosonke.  Nays: none. 

 

Attest: December 14, 2015 
 
 

          
Joe Rosonke         Bob Ayers 
Board President        Board Secretary 
 




